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Professor Melanie J. Fishbane
COM 101: 
Summary Assignment (10%)

Purpose: The purpose of this assignment is for you to apply the critical reading, paraphrasing and summary techniques we’ve been exploring in class.

Your Audience: Imagine you are writing your summary to be included in the Seneca Library’s online database. The database includes thousands of articles. When students research a topic, they go looking for articles that may help them with their assignments. Instead of reading through hundreds of articles, it is helpful to have a brief description of the article to give them an idea if they should bother reading the full article or not. This is called an abstract. Imagine your summary of Khoo’s article is that abstract (brief description of the article).

Your Genre: You are writing in an academic context. You are writing an academic summary. This means that your paragraph should be in proper APA style and that it should follow the conventions of summary writing.

Instructions: 

1. Read the article: Isabelle Khoo’s “Aboriginal Boy Sent Home from School for His Mohawk.” 
2. While you’re reading, take note of the following: 
a. What is Khoo’s purpose, main ideas and support ideas?
b.  Ask yourself: Why did she write this? To inform? To persuade? To argue? To show? 
c. Next, ask: What is her thesis? What is her solution to the problem? By answering these questions, you will be able to narrow down her purpose and main idea
d. Lastly, ask: How does she support her thesis? What key supporting points does she make in order to prove her main ideas? 
3. Outline your summary using the Summary Outline template or some other means. Remember: You will need to make choices about what not to include in your paragraph. By focusing on the above questions, you will be able to leave out information that is not absolutely necessary for completing your summarizing task.

4. Write a 250 to 300-word summary paragraph of the article. Be sure to include:
a. The title of the article
b. The author of the article
c. The author’s purpose
d. The author’s main ideas
e. The most important supporting ideas
f. Is written in your own words – No Quotations are allowed
g. The author’s ideas only



Remember: Does not include your opinion/analysis/evaluation of the article

Make sure your summary contains these three elements: 
1. Introductory Sentence or Statement with author’s main thesis
2. A body pointing out the most important details
3. Concluding sentence

Remember: 
· Your summary in the third person, present tense, and using objective language (avoid using “you” or “I”). 
· Focus on what is on the page, not your opinion. 
· Use transition words to connect ideas

***Make sure to write your summary in your own words. DO NOT QUOTE. If you paraphrase the author, indicate your paraphrase by putting the author’s name in brackets at the end of the sentence:  For example, (Khoo, 2015, para. 3).

Formatting and Submission Guidelines
· Use Calibri 12-point font
· Double spaced 
· First sentence should be indented
· 1 inch margins
· APA formatting – proper page numbering and title page (see module).
· Submit through Blackboard using the file name: Last Name_First Name_Summary Assignment.docx
· DO NOT SUBMIT Google Docs or Pages.

Please see Rubric for full grading details.
